Discussion
Ioxilan is an onionic, monomeric, tri-iodinated, low-osmolar, low-viscosity contrast medium [1] .I ti si njected intravenously before taking X-rayimages to increase arterial contrast in the final image. It is marketed under the trade nameOxilan, which has been used clinically all over the world [2] [3] [4] [5] . Thetitle compound is an important intermediate for the preparation of iodinated Xray contrast media of ioxilan. The asymmetric unit of the title compound contains two crystallographically independent molecules. The two phenyl rings (C1-C6 and C1'-C6') make adihedral angle of 18.25(13)°. The nitro group (O5-N1-O6) and two ester groups (O1-C7-O2 and O3-C10-O4) form dihedral angles of 8.9(2)°, 4.7(2)°and 1.6(2)°with the benzene ring (C1-C6), respectively. Thebond lengths within the phenyl rings are between 1.367(5) Åand 1.404 (4)Å.Other bond lengths are
.219(4) Å. Thea ngles are O1-C7-O2 =1 24.9 (3)°, O3-C10-O4 =123.5(3)°and O5-N1-O6 =123.7(3)°. Thebond lengths and angles are in good agreement with those observed in similar compounds [6] [7] [8] . In the crystal, adjacent molecules are linked through C-H···O hydrogen bonds. Molecules are stacked via p-p interactions,w itht he centroid-centroidd istanceo f 3.788 (2) 
